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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hida et al. in view of Okazaki et al. 

Referring to claim 1 , Hida et al. discloses a rerouting device with a first (Drawing 
1, ref. sign 12) and a second IP-based PBX systems (Drawing 1, ref. sign 12) that are 
connected to a first (Drawing 1, ref. sign 121 A) or a second telephone terminal (Drawing 
1, ref. sign 121 B), respectively, via telephone lines (Drawing 1, ref. sign 21), and further, 
that are connected to each other via an IP network (Drawing 1, ref. sign 3) wherein the 
first and second IP-based PBX systems establish a communication call between the 
first telephone terminal and the second telephone terminal via the ISDN when 
congestion occurs in the IP network (Page 3, col. 3, line 48, [0008]-col. 4, line 47), but 
does not explicitly teach of an ISDN rerouting device. However, Okazaki et al. discloses 
the use of an ISDN as rerouting device on (page 23, [0128], col. 43 lines 14-22). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have included the ISDN rerouting device of Okazaki et al. to 
the invention of Hida et al. in order to ensure that the speech path is detoured to a 
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public telephone network when an overload condition occurs as suggested by Hida et 
al. 

Referring to claim 2, Hida et al. discloses a rerouting device according to claim 1 
wherein the first and second IP-based PBX systems are provided with: an LC (line 
circuit) (Drawing 1 , ref. sign 134 and respective portions of the spec.) for linking with the 
first or the second telephone terminal; a TDSW (time division switch) (Drawing 1 , ref. 
sign 131 and respective portions of the spec.) for switching connection paths; an IP- 
TRK (trunk circuit) (Drawing 1 , ref. sign 31 and respective portions of the spec.) for both 
interfacing with the IP network (Drawing 1, ref. sign 3 and respective portions of the 
spec.) and detecting the occurrence of congestion in the IP network; and ISDN l/F 
(Drawing 1 , ref. sign 1 30 and respective portions of the spec.) for interfacing with the 
ISDN; and a CPU (Drawing 1, ref. sign 151 and respective portions of the spec.) for 
controlling switching of the TDSW (time division switch) when the IP-TRK (trunk circuit) 
detects the occurrence of congestion in the IP network. 

Referring to claim 3, Hida et al. discloses a rerouting device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the CPU establishes a communication call between the first telephone terminal 
and the second telephone terminal, but does not explicitly teach of the calls between the 
telephone terminals being based on information stored in a memory. However, Okazaki 
et al. discloses a memory that stores information of calls between the first and second 
telephones (Drawing 1, ref. sign 12, 22, 22a and Drawing 2, ref. sign 32 and respective 
portions of the spec). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have included the memory of Okazaki et 
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al. to the invention of Hide et at. in order to secure a high speech quality and mininnize 
delay between calls as suggested by Hida et al. 

Referring to claim 4, Hida et al. discloses a rerouting device according to claim 2 
wherein said CPU establishes a communication call between the first telephone 
terminal and the second telephone terminal, but does not explicitly teach of the calls 
between the telephone terminals being based on information stored in a memory. 
However, Okazaki et al. discloses a memory that stores information of calls between the 
first and second telephones (Drawing 1, ref. sign 12, 22, 22a and Drawing 2, ref. sign 32 
and respective portions of the spec). Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have included the 
memory of Okazaki et al. to the invention of Hida et al. in order to secure a high speech 
quality and minimize delay between calls as suggested by Hida et al. 

Referring to claim 5, Okazaki et al. discloses an ISDN rerouting device according 
to claim 3 wherein the memory stores: a mapping table (Drawing 5, ref. sign 121 and 
121a and respective portions of the spec.) containing IP addresses and ISDN 
addresses; and a rerouting information table (Drawing 12, ref. sign 131 and respective 
portions of the spec.) containing: originating telephone numbers or calling party 
numbers, destination telephone numbers or called party numbers, IP addresses of 
destination IP-TRK, and ISDN addresses that correspond to IP addresses of destination 
IP-TRK. 

Referring to claim 6, Okazaki et al. discloses an ISDN rerouting device according 
to claim 4 wherein the memory stores: a mapping table (Drawing 5, ref. sign 121 and 
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121a and respective portions of the spec.) containing IP addresses and ISDN 
addresses; and a rerouting information table (Drawing 12, ref. sign 131 and respective 
portions of the spec.) containing: originating telephone numbers or calling party 
numbers, destination telephone numbers or called party numbers, IP addresses of 
destination IP-TRK, and ISDN addresses that correspond to IP addresses of destination 
IP-TRK. 

Referring to claim 7, Hida et al. discloses a rerouting method that is provided 
with: first (Drawing 1, ref. sign 12) and second IP-based PBX systems (Drawing 1, ref. 
sign 12) that are both connected to a first (Drawing 1, ref. sign 121 A) or a second 
telephone terminal (Drawing 1, ref. sign 121 B), respectively, via telephone lines 
(Drawing 1, ref. sign 21) and that are connected to each other via an IP network 
(Drawing 1, ref. sign 3); comprising: a first step of establishing, by means of the first 
and second IP-based PBX systems, a communication call between the first telephone 
terminal and the second telephone terminal via the ISDN when congestion occurs in the 
IP network (Page 3, col. 3, line 48, [0008]-col. 4, line 47), but does not explicitly teach of 
rerouting to the ISDN when congestion occurs in the IP network. However, Okazaki et 
al. discloses the use of an ISDN as rerouting device on (page 23, [0128], col. 43 lines 
14-22). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have included the ISDN rerouting device of Okazaki 
et al. to the invention of Hida et al. in order to ensure that the speech path is detoured to 
a public telephone network when an overload condition occurs as suggested by Hida et 
al. 
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Referring to claim 8, Hida et al. discloses a rerouting method according to claim 7 
wherein the first step comprises: a second step of linking with the first or second 
telephone terminal by means of an LC (line circuit) (Drawing 1, ref. sign 134 and 
respective portions of the spec); a third step of switching the connection path by means 
of a TDSW (time division switch) (Drawing 1 , ref. sign 131 and respective portions of the 
spec); a fourth step of both interfacing with the IP network and detecting the occurrence 
of congestion in the IP network by means of an IP-TRK (trunk circuit) (Drawing 1 , ref. 
sign 31 and respective portions of the spec); a fifth step of interfacing with the ISDN by 
means of an ISDN l/F (Drawing 1, ref. sign 130 and respective portions of the spec); 
and a sixth step of effecting switching control of the TDSW (time division switch) by 
means of a CPU (Drawing 1 , ref. sign 151 and respective portions of the spec) when 
said IP-TRK (trunk circuit) detects the occurrence of congestion in the IP network. 

Referring to claim 9, Hida et al. discloses a rerouting method according to claim 8 
wherein the sixth step includes a seventh step of establishing a communication call 
between the first telephone terminal and the second telephone terminal, but does not 
explicitly teach of the calls between the telephone terminals being based on information 
stored in a memory. However, Okazaki et al. discloses a memory that stores 
information of calls between the first and second telephones (Drawing 1, ref. sign 12, 
22, 22a and Drawing 2, ref. sign 32 and respective portions of the spec). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have included the memory of Okazaki et al. to the invention of Hida et al. 
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in order to secure a high speech quality and minimize delay between calls as suggested 
by Hida et al. 

Referring to claim 10, Hida et al. discloses a rerouting method according to claim 
9, but does not explicitly teach of the rerouting method being an ISDN rerouting method 
wherein the seventh step includes an eighth step of storing in the memory: a mapping 
table having IP addresses and ISDN addresses; and a rerouting information table 
having originating telephone numbers or calling party numbers, destination telephone 
numbers or called party numbers, IP addresses of destination IP-TRK, and ISDN 
addresses corresponding to IP addresses of destination IP-TRK. However, Okazaki et 
al. discloses a memory (Drawing 1, ref. sign 12, 22, 22a and Drawing 2, ref. sign 32 and 
page 10, col. 18, line 31 [0023]-page 11, col. 19, line 14) that stores a mapping table 
(Drawing 5, ref. sign 121 and 121a and respective portions of the spec.) having IP 
addresses and ISDN addresses; and a rerouting information table (Drawing 12, ref. sign 
131 and respective portions of the spec.) having originating telephone numbers or 
calling party numbers, destination telephone numbers or called party numbers, IP 
addresses of destination IP-TRK, and ISDN addresses corresponding to IP addresses 
of destination IP-TRK. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have included the memory of 
Okazaki et al. to the invention of Hida et al. in order to secure a high speech quality and 
minimize delay between calls as suggested by Hida et al. 
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Conclusion 



3. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 305-3988, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 305-3988 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA. 22202, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jama! A. Fox whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
5741 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (703) 305-4366. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9314 for regular communications and (703) 872-9315 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 



0377. 
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